
Yaphank Bennie Elected to Officers' School
By FRAZIER HUNT.

Camp Upton, L. I-- '
Monday, Feb. 18.

BARNKY: Well old BarneyF1UKND
I am back in mycompany in

tic old ."(Midi, and believe inc talk about
baling some fatted caffs killed lor you,
well you &I1011M ought to have been here.
That kid in the bible that run away from
borne and then eo:ne back and had his old

jnan open a lot of wine and stuff for him
was a clsepc piker compared to me
Barney. On the low down, you would
have thought I was old Generil Pershutig
come home with the Kiser artin as his
vallet the way I got trcted by everybody
around here.

Well it certainly was fine after gettin
the raw delea banded to me in tliajt base
hospital. I sure got a lot of eomplant to
make against that inslitutun the way they
doble crossed me all the time. And
Barney yon should ought to have seen
the nurses they ask a sick solder to stand
for over there.

Of corse they give a fellow medeeenc
and things like that all right but when
it conies to c.hoerin a solder up they are
about as successful and welcome as a
couple of skeletins would be. And then
the way they let a lot of ruff necks impute
on patents is something that should be
took up by congres.

Bui what I was going to tell you was
the way the boys in my company wel-

comed me when I got out. You see it
was unexpected and after that little

I had Friday night with that
fake stiff when I broke up the officers
meetin and everything, and they seen
that I was not the kind of a man to
monkey with, they decided my broke arm
was well enough for me to get out of
here so they let me go this juorning.

Well I got back to my company at
noon just as they was all sit tin down to
eat and when they seen mc everybody
hollered and shouted and commenced
shouting, Speaeh, Speach, Speach Well
of "corse I didn't want to give none
but one of the- sergents got up on a
bench and said that this would be a red
letter day. for our company and that
even if we never got to Franso we would
have one hero anyway, and that he
undcrstod congres was ready to vote me a
medal of honor for my scoutiu that night
when I feci into the trench and almost
cost my life.

Then everybody liegan hollering again
for Speach, Speach, and of corse there
wasnt anytbin for me to do but to give
em' one.

" I didnt know I was going to get a
medal, I said, and boys I dont take no
honor on myself at all but give it all
to old li company. I only done my duty
and Im willing to break my other arm
should ocensun arise, I said.

Then everybody begun and
they kept right on cheating harder than
ever when I started talkin so I didn't
want to spoil anything so I sat down.

I gues that carporal that I had all
Uieni jams with musla felt pretty skinny
when I was geltin all this rcceptun.

. Bennie.

He l Elected Unanimously.
Tuesday.,

Dkai: GtirriK: Well I gues I will just
about Lave a surprise for jou one of
these days that will knock you off the
Chrismas tree all, right. I will not tell

you what it all is right now only that if
the nest time you see me I am wearing
an ofiicurs uniform yon wont need to be

shocked or nothing like that. But I gnes
you will want to know something about
it pretty bad so I will tell you just a
little because I know it was curosity that
killed the cat.

Gertie I got out of that itistilutiin for
the sick out hero yesterday and when I
got back my company give me a rcceptun
like I was a Crown prinse or something
like that. They was speaches and holler-

ing and you would think I had just won

a world gereea or had made a tochdowu

for dear old Harvard the way J was

treeted. And after it was all over last
night one or two of the boys come around
to me and said I was the first man who

had been injured doing his piano duty
and they wanted to know if there wasnt
something they could do for me or give

me.
Well I thought awhile and then I

thought maybe you would Iiko that I
should be an ofliuur so I said, Well boys

if you really want to insist on doing
something for me you might elect me to
the ofiicurs training school and be an of-flc-

,
Fine, they said, wc can get you at Icaot
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a captaa and maybe after jour scouting
experuuees they would make you a niajur
like Majur Bozeman Bulger. Say noth-

ing more, they said, Wc will tend to
everything and we will see that you get
what is coming to you.

And after supper tonight we all went
up stairs and one of the sergents called
the company to attensun and said that
we had a chant to send another man to
the oftieiirs school and who should it be.
Well right away some solder that I hardly
even knowed jumped right up and said,
I nominate the man who has brung honor
to our dear old company and his name
as you all well know is Bennie. Hurray,
Hurray, Hurray, they shouted.

Then somebody else said, T move the
nomiuatuns be closed. And ctcrjbody
hollered Yes, Yes, and then they had a
vote and the sergent made a speaeh and
said I was uuamanusly chose to represent
old II company.

I gues that wont make a lot of lelhcr
neck marines and Blue Jackits feel like a
couple ot peanuts or nothing, eh Gertie.

( h, you ofiicurs uniforms !

But clothes can never change me Gertie
and 1 will always be your

Old Jazz Tl'nk Bennie.

His Mother Hear the Good News.
Wednesday night.

Deab" Mama: Just a line to let you
know that I am out of the hospitel and am
all fine again and that pretty soon I gues
I will be a regular offieur and be saluted
at and 'called Sir and everything like

that. And I gues naybe you wont be
proud of your little Bennie when you see
me with about ninety bucks worth of
scenery on eh Mama.

Yesterday we had an eleetun in our
company to pick a new offieur for the
officurs school and of corse Mama you
know who they choos. Of cort I dont
need to say it was I. And I guess I will be
a captan without any trouble and I would
think that would be pretty good work for
me.

My arm is just about well now Mama
and when it gets a little stronger 1 will
be a better man than I ever was before
Mama. That three or four weeks I had in
the hospitel was certainly the best thing
that ever happened to me in the world.

Well I will be sure to come in and see
you Saturday. I may ware my new uni-

form in, but I dont know sure yet.
Your own Benxik.

Goes to School in Triumph.
OinouKj Training School,

Friday 8 at night.
Bkbnf.y: Well old pal I am so nervus

I can hardly write because I have certiuly
have had some rcceptun tended me. It ia
S oklock and I am over here at the Officora
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school wnitin until there classes is over
and then the boys is coming back and
finish up all the work of getting mc in
the sdiool. But I will tell you all about
it right away while it is still fresh in my
inemurr.

About noon today one of the sergunts
in old Company II come up to mc and
.'aid that' everything had been fixed np
aud I was to report to the Officurs School
at 5:30 tonight. He said I wouldn't need
to take my stuff over because they would
send it all over later by some of the com-

mon privates. V
Well of corse that was good news to

me and as soon as drill was over and Ite-tre- te

at 5 I got ready to go on over here.
Well just as I was startin I was certainly
siiprised to see a whole gang of the old
boys all lined up outside the barracks
waiting to eskort me over.

Old Company n always docs every-

thing right, the, sarge said, and we cer-

tainly want to see that you get all this
done to you right, he said. There is a
notiflcatun comitte go on ahead to tell

the student officurs over there, he said.
So with me marchin right up in front

we started out and right away a couple of
drums begun beating and there was a fife
and yon would think it was the spirit of
7b' come to life to see us parad over lie re
to the officurs school.

Well when we got over here they was
a big crowd of the fellows going to be
officurs standing on the barracks steps and
in the hall and when they seen me coming
they yelled and yelled and certainly give
me some big glad hand. And then some-

body started ycllin Speach, Speach,
Speach. And one fellow who was tall and
looked kind of familur to me he come up
and shook my hand and said, Welcome,
thrice welcome to our company, he said.
We have heard a lot about you and we
cerlanly are glad to have you come over
with us, he said.

Everybody kept yellin, Speach, Speach,
so this tall offieur student he said, Better
say a few words to the boys, it will make
them feel good and they will enjoy it.

.So I give them a little speach and yon
should ought to have heard them birds
yell Barney. I gnes old Bill Bryan aint
got so awful awful much on mc after all
when it comes to thi silver taqg stuff,
anyway you would not thought so by the
hand I got.

Then the boys took me in to supper and
made me feel right at home right away.
And a funny thing I sat by that tall
skinny bird and everybody kept callin
him Sam and he knew my name and he
called mc Bennie. At first I couldnt think
where I had saw him before, and thea
I remembered that he was one of tfiem

reporter birds that had horned his way
into this officurs school. Well I wasnt

7

going to speak to him no more after that
at first and then I got to thinkin that he
had joined anyway and wasnt a cowart
to his country like them other newspaper
birds was anyway and that I should ought
to trete him like a solder. So wc got
along fine after that.

Well after supper they all had to dig
out to go to some specul study classes so
they left me here to wait until they get
back at !). They said I would be a guest
this first night.

Some stuff to be an offieur T gues not,
ch Barney f Bennie.

P. S. Sam has just come in to tell me
that maybe I should ought to slip over to
the headquarters of the offieurs training
school and say hello to the Colonul in
charge! So J will slip over now and be
back in time to sec the boys at 9.

Back to the Barracks.
Saturday.

Basnet : Marry that widow right away
and take the kid and anything but dont
get in the army. It aint no plaee for a
white man and a regular guy like I and
you. It is fijll of doble crossers and a lot
of cheap birdi that think they arc smart
when they are only plane nuts and worst.

You could not get me to be an oflicar
in this army for two hundred bucks a
month or any sum. And I want to tell
you that the solders studing to be officurs
in that training school have got enough
bone in their domex to. pave a road from
here to Frisco and then back again by the
way of Xew Orleans 48 feet wide.

Well I will tell you what they tried
to slip on me but didnt. Well when that
tall hungry looking bird named Sam
who used to be one of them smart news-

paper reporters come to tell me to. go
report to the Colonul I wa.s suspicous.
But I thought I "would not let Iihu know
nothing about it so I went on over there.

Well 1 am here Colonul McCaskey, I
said to the commanding officer of the
school. I just got in a little while ago, I
said.

What do you mean, he said. Whais
your name.

I told him and then he said, Well I
dont understand how you happen to come
in now when the school is been going for
two months. There must be some mis-

take, he said.
I was voted in, I said. And then when

$ saw that something was wrong I said
right quick, But I gues I will go on back
to my old company.

Well I hate to lose you, he said with
a frendly smile, but maybe you know
best.

So I decided T would come on back here
and I saluted and went on out. Well of
course nothing being on me and I catch-

ing on like that and slipping one on all
the boys in the company I walked right
into the barracks here like I owned them.
Of course wc did a lot of spoofing and I
gues I let em have it with both barrels,
but I did get sore when the first sergent
come up and said, What do you mean by
being absent from mes without per-missu-n?

It is lible to cost you six days
kitchen police, he said.

I didnt say nothing because my left
arm is week yet but when I can use it
again and that sarge ever says another
word to me I will knock about 300 bucks
worth of teeth down his throte, and he
will think he has got mixed up with the
big spring drive over in Franse. I would
like to see the color of the gents whiskers
that can slip anything raff over on me, ch
Barney f Bennie.

Shakespeare Backs Hoover

H' C. HOOVER, if so in
clined, could go to Shakespeare

for appropriate maxims concerning food
economy. Wise saws for the present
times abouad in the plays of the Bard
of Avon.

An excellent resolution from "As You
Like It" is:

"We will nothing waste. "
Here's advice from "Hamlet:

"From this time
Be somewhat scanter."

' In "Romeo and Juliet' is this individual
appeal :

"And stint them, too, pray thee.- -

It is learned in "Henry V." that ou
allies suffer:
"The English are shrewdly ont of boef."

To quote "As You Like It" again :

"It is a spare life, look yon."
Censure for overindulgence in food is

put thus in "Antony and Cleopatra :
1 'Tis not a time

"For private stomaching."


